
STVLL All-Star Season Parent/Player Letter 

 

Dear Parents and Players, 

 

San Tan Valley Little League (STVLL) is preparing to select players for the All-Star Season. All 

players who are interested in being considered for selection to any STVLL post season 

tournament teams shall submit a survey (survey closed 5/14). Please read the following 

information carefully before submitting a registration. Player will be selected based on 

their playing ability, eligibility, availability, coachability, and loyalty.  

 

Attendence Requirements:  STVLL All-Star teams will play in very competitive tournaments. 

This level of play requires our teams to work very hard to maximize talents and be competitive. 

Consequently, the teams will plan on practicing daily and playing some practice games in the 

weeks prior to the tournaments. This is an immense commitment and the players are required to 

make this team their priority, or they should reconsider their eligibility to not be considered for 

selection. The managers will have the option to dismiss a player for lack of attendance. This 

means sports camps, family vacations, and other sports teams should be postponed until the 

completion of these All-Star season baseball tournaments. Only the League President may 

provide any exceptions (with prior approval) to the attendance requirement. 

 

Tournament Rules: All-Star tournaments do not bat the roster. A nine-player batting order is 

used and Little League Substitution Rules will apply. The players have a minimum playing 

requirement in accordance with Little League tournament rules. Therefore, playing time will not 

be distributed evenly. These are competitive teams, and the games will be managed to 

maximize the chance of victory. Players will be probably asked to play positions they did not 

play in the regular season. It is important that you discuss these things with your player before 

you submit this form, to avoid any potential disappointment. All-Star tournament winning teams 

in Districts, then Arizona State Tournament, and beyond. Players need to be committed to the 

team for as long as the team is victorious, potentially all the way to the Little League World 

Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania in August.  

 

 



 

 

Tournament Divisions:  For Spring 2022 There will be a total of 3 teams of 12 – 14 players 

created for the following Tournament Divisions. It is up to each league how many teams San 

Tan Valley Little League will have. There are various factors that go into how many teams the 

league will have. Formation of teams depends on the number of nominations received which 

may cause STVLL to not be able to field an entire team at every level. Children are placed on 

Little League Age, not by which team they played on for the Spring Season:  

1. 8 -10 year old team – 12 -14 Players 

This division will play in the District 14 Tournament and winning teams will be invited to 

participate in the Arizona State Tournament. 

 

2. 10-12 year old team (Little League Division) – 12-14 players 

This Division will play in the District 14 Tournament and winning teams will Advance to 

the Arizona State Tournament, Winning Teams will then advance to the Regionals 

Tournament in San Bernardino, CA. Finally Winner of this tournament will be invited to 

Williamsport, PA for the Little League World Series. 

 

3. 12-14 year old Team (Juniors) – 12 to 14 players 

This Division will play in the District 14 Tournament and winning teams will Advance to 

the Arizona State Tournament, Winning Teams will then advance to the Regionals 

Tournament in San Bernardino, CA. Finally Winner of this tournament will be invited to 

Taylor, MI for the Junior Little League World Series. 

  

Tournament Fees:  

1.  The player fee for the All-Star Tournament team play is $ 100.00 per player. This money is used 
for post-season expenses only such as All-Star tournament fees, uniforms, field rentals, trading 
pins and other associated cost. In a typical All-Star season, STVLL will subsidize All-Star fees on 
the average of $4,000 or more per season. These subsidies are made available to relieve the 
parents of some of the financial obligation of All-Star participation. 

2. If an All-Star or Invitational tournament team collects corporate sponsor donations of $1200 or 
more to STVLL, then the player fee will be waived for their team. STVLL will cover the cost for a 
team banner with the sponsor’s names on it. 

3. Player fees and/or corporate donations are due to the League Representative within 7 days of 
notification. 

 

 



Everything You want to know about the All-Star Selection 

Process 

 
(AKA - How do they select the All-Star Team and why isn’t my child on it?) 

 

➢ All Star Teams are built by a combination of votes of registered eligible applicants by 

players, managers, coaches & board members for the first 8 roster selections.  

 

➢ Managers/Coaches who are wanting to manage an All-Star team also apply and then 

voted on by the Board of Directors.  

 

➢ Managers, have the right to select their assistant coaches (2) per team. Managers will 

also select the final 4-6 players and has the option of carrying a 12 or 14 player roster. It 

is heavily recommended that they take advantage of having a 14 player roster.  

➢ *Managers and Coaches selected shall be managers or coaches from the Minor/Major 

division during regular season of play.  

➢ **Junior Managers and Coaches selected shall be managers or coaches from the Junior 

Division regular season play.  

➢ Players younger than the age for the respective All Star Team may be nominated if they 

are deemed by the Selection Committee as qualified for the team and capable of playing 

competitively at that age level safely.  

 

The following should be considered when selecting a player to 

the All-Star team: 

 
➢ A player may be a strong pitcher but only the two or three best pitchers in the league 

pitch in All Star. Can the player who is strong as a pitcher hit or catch? If not, he/she 

probably will not be able to contribute to the All-Star team. 

 

➢ A hitter that hits .400 but is slow or strikes out a lot may not be selected or may be 

passed over for a faster .300 hitter who seldom strikes out. In All-Star games speed is 

essential. Often a player who puts the ball in play is preferred over a player who strikes 

out often. 

 

➢ Can he/she hit fast “All-Star type” pitching or can he/she hit curveball pitching? The 

player might have a long looping swing and may be able to hit slower house league 

pitching but he/she is unlikely to hit the faster pitching he/she will see in the All-Star 

tournaments. 

 

➢ In particular, areas which are considered are: Does he/she get along with other players? 

Is he/she a leader on and off the field? Does he/she rally the players on his team when 

they are losing? Does he/she make other players around him play better because of 

his/her play? If he/she has played infield all season can he/she, or is he/she willing, to 

play in the outfield for the sake of the team? Will he/she bunt to advance a runner? These 

factors are often missed from the spectator stands, yet are factors of which team 

Managers are extremely aware. 

 

➢ Another part of the controversy is that it seems that the managers’ or coaches’ kids 

always seem to be selected. That perception is probably true. The managers are the 



ones that select the All-Star teams so they probably just vote for each other’s kids – 

right? The league frowns on any conspiracy among managers to “fix” the All-Star 

selection. It is probably true that some managers vote for other manager’s kids because 

they know the other manager. Quite often, just the opposite probably happens, too. On-

the-field rivalries can cause bias against another manager’s child. The league tries to see 

that neither of these scenarios occurs but that the best players are chosen regardless of 

who their parents are. Additionally, whether it is cause or affect, some of the best players 

are usually sons or daughters of managers and coaches. This could be due to the 

managers and coaches putting in more time with their own children or they got into 

coaching because they saw some ability in their child. It is a criticism that we are aware 

of yet an end result which we feel in most cases has justification. Being a manager or 

Coach does not mean that their child is guaranteed a spot on All-Stars. 

 

➢ Usually the Manager uses their last few votes to choose players who may not have had 

the best statistics or power or pitching ability but rather were good TEAM players who 

hustled and had good attitudes. A team of All-Star is not easy to coach and a couple of 

kids who hustle and have good team spirit can be instrumental in having fun during those 

long hot July practices and in winning tournament games. 

 

➢ It is important that all our parents understand the focus of the process is to field a roster 

of 12-14 players who it is felt will result with the best team effort. If your son/daughter is 

successful in being chosen to represent STVLL at the All-Star level, please understand 

that they will be given equal opportunity to develop their skills. However, during the 

season, players will be put into positions that best suit their skills. This may not be a 

player’s favorite, or even a glamorous position, but it will be the one best suited to the 

player and to the needs and requirements of the team. 

 

When will we find out if our player has been selected?  

 There are strict requirements governing when All-Star rosters can be released. No person participating in 

the selection process is permitted to disclose whether a player was or was not selected for All-Stars 

before the date prescribed by Little League international 2022. Players will be notified at Closing 

Ceremonies May 21.  

Why wasn’t my child selected?  

There is no fool proof system for making sure that the absolute most deserving kids make the team. 

Every year, even at the professional level, people will speculate about those that should have and those 

that didn’t make teams. As a league we use the top 8 peer votes per age range to fill in 8 of the possible 

14 spots. We then encourage the Managers to discuss players they recommend to fill the final part of 

their team. Unfortunately, when it comes to our kids disappointment, it’s easy to hurt with them. It’s 

vital at that moment, more than ever to think about how we as parents are going to treat the injustices, 

they feel they have been dealt. The way that we react is how they will learn to react when things don’t 

seem fair.  We understand that your child has worked hard and may deserve to be on All-Stars, we hope 

they see that their efforts wasn’t a waste of time or didn’t go unnoticed. It’s hard as a Manager, Coach 

and Board to only decide which kids get to be part of All-Stars. We encourage your child to come back in 

the next seasons and try again. The more interest we have, the more teams we hopefully can have next 

year.  

 



Please remember that we are trying to field the most competitive team we 

can to represent all the players of San Tan Valley Little League.  

It is not an easy process. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Alex Botsford 
President 
San Tan Valley Little League 

 
alexb@mystvll.org 

http://mystvll.org  
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http://mystvll.org/

